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B   elle Vue Church’s Hermitage Centre has received a Gold 

Award in this year’s Shrewsbury Town Council Civic 

Awards Ceremony, which took place in May. The award was 

presented under the Built Heritage category, which recognises 

projects that have enhanced the built heritage of the town. The 

Centre, which was completed in 2016, is very well used by community 

groups and individuals for classes, counselling sessions, leisure 

activities and children’s parties, as well as for church activities. 
 

The Mayor’s Awards are labelled Shrewsbury’s “equivalent to the 
Oscars”, and they acknowledge local individuals, organisations, 
groups and businesses for the benefit they bring to the town. Some 72 
of the town’s people and organisations received honours this year. 
Speaking at the ceremony the Mayor Councillor Jane Mackenzie said, "The Mayor's Awards are my opportunity 
to thank some of the wonderful people and organisations who do so much to make our town a great place to 
live. It's a real privilege to recognise and reward those who gladly give their time and talent to benefit others 
living in our local community.”                                       Mike Hallworth  

The Methodist Mission through Music takes the message through 
the music to the heart of the community. Recently, Methodist 
Mission through Music was at Oswestry Market and the nearby 

Bailey Head. With the 
welcome assistance 
of the Town Council 
who provided electricity and a gazebo, the musicians were able to 
create a nice atmosphere, playing from a list of top ten, well known 
hymns and inviting everyone to join in with singing. “Spirituals with 
the banjo proved popular 
and members of other 
local churches were 
happy to join with us,” 
musician and Lay Pastor 
Jacob Molyneux said, 

adding, “It’s relaxed and friendly and inclusive. Music is God’s gift and 
will draw His people back to Himself.” 
 

As well as sharing music and ministry they give out leaflets of 
forthcoming services and weekly events to those passing by. “In these 
days we must take the word of the Lord out to the people and the 
Mission through Music carries the message of light and love into 
Oswestry, together with an ever open invitation to come and be part of the body of believers.” Jacob enthused. 
The next date for the town mission is on Special Market Day, Friday 7th September.   
For more information contact Jacob or Carol at: cob23@hotmail.co.uk or crystals2@hotmail.co.uk VIEW METHODIST 
MISSION THROUGH MUSIC VIDEOS ONLINE AT: https://youtu.be/u1a8GSD1nyo and https://youtu.be/zCbvDSkw3co  

MAYOR’S AWARD FOR BELLE VUE’S HERMITAGE CENTRE 
JUNE 2018 

Mike Hallworth and Martin Beardwell from Belle Vue 
Church receiving the Gold Award certificate from the 
Mayor of Shrewsbury, Councillor Jane Mackenzie, 
and the Mayor’s Consort, Councillor Tony Parsons. 

METHODIST MISSION THROUGH MUSIC IN OSWESTRY  
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LIFTING THE STONE - A NEW GROUP BEING FORMED TO ADDRESS MODERN DAY SLAVERY 
You know the feeling. You lift up an innocuous stone and all sorts of things crawl out from underneath. All there all the 
time, but hidden in plain sight. That’s slavery today. Not in the past but now. Not in a far-away country but in our midst, 
even in South Shropshire. Nail bars, car washes, fruit pickers, drive tarmacking, all these workers may be the victims of 
slavery. This can mean being forced to work long hours and then having to hand wages to someone else, being coerced in 
sex without consent, being forced to work in a private house with little or no freedom of movement. Even being forced 
or deceived into donating an organ. 
The Lifting the Stone Group is being formed in the South Shropshire area to do what we can about this real and present 
human problem. If you would like more details, contact Noel Beattie 01964 725 530 or Stephen Dalton 01584 873 405. 

CALLED BY NAME was a District Quiet Day of reflection on names. Names that we use 
for God, names that we were given, names we have chosen and names we have inherited, 
were among the spectrum of names which were pondered alongside the power of names 
and the idea that God gave everything he created a name.  Revd. Rachel Parkinson who 
led the retreat proposed that naming and vocation are highly interconnected and suggest-
ed that there are names people need to “own”, negative names, we have been called that 
have harmed us and we need to shed, and names we have called others for which we 
must ask forgiveness. One subject for contemplation gave thought to the names that God 
wants to call us. Participants were asked to imagine, in silence, themselves in the palm of 
God’s hand and Jesus inventing names for them, in the biblical context of people receiving new names to match a change; a 
new creation or vocation, for example Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Saul, Simon who are among the many God gave new names.  
 

We read in The Book of Revelation: “To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a 
white stone, and on the stone a new name written...” Symbolising freedom from condemnation and acquittal from sin, the 
white stone denotes both God’s grace and the faithfulness to God’s word through which a person is transformed. The new 
name identifies the new creation they have become. 

 
 
Commissioned on May 19th,  the day of the Royal Wedding and the day before Pentecost, The Red Shed (red is the 
liturgical colour of Pentecost), is now up and running as a place of outreach and mission, economic witness and a 
prayer space. It is located in the back yard of The Manse on Minsterley’s Plox Green Road, and it offers the local 

community fairly traded or hand-crafted items. The proceeds will help 
support developing mission in the area. “The Shed is meant to be a place of 
encounter and welcome but also to be a place of economic witness. Prices 
for most items are not fixed and are offered on a ‘pay what you think it is 
worth or pay what you can’ basis. Revd. Shalome MacNeill Cooper who 
initiated the enterprise explains. “This allows lower income folks to have 
access to goods they may not normally be able to afford and for others to 
take a moment and think about what they are buying and the work that 
went into producing the item. The Shed is almost meant to be a place 
where folks, as they drop in at 
their leisure, might have a 
conversation with others and may 
consider aspects of prayer or the 
impact of Fair Trade in a way that 
inspires how we use our 
resources. It is a grand experiment 
in mission and we hope it will be 
an exciting summer.”  
 

The Red Shed is open by chance or 
appointment. Visit the Manse (the 

Shed is signposted,) or telephone Revd. Shalome on 01743 791267 to arrange 
a time. Shalome extends a very big “Thank you!” to the many people who 
have donated resources or goods to the Shed and those supporting this 
unusual mission. The Red Shed has been graciously funded in part by Thy 
Kingdom Come prayer initiative as a reflection of prayer in action. It also 
receives a generous trade discount from a Fair Trade supplier. 
 

If you have some new (no second hand please!), handcrafted items you would 
like to donate, please get in touch.  

REA VALLEY RED SHED OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


